
Yves Charette
Greater Montreal Economic Development Coordinator

Toronto, May 5th, 2010 

ISRN Annual Meeting 

Charting our International Future : 
A Competitive Greater Montreal



Montreal Metropolitain Community at a glance…

• 82 Local municipalities
• 5 Administratives regions
• 7 Regional conferences of

elected officials
• 4 360 KM2

• 3,6 Population
• 75 Languages spoken
• 19.4 % of Inhabitants speak at

least two languages at home

• 120 Cultural communities
• 150 G $ Metropolitan GDP
• 1,90 million Jobs 
• 172 900 Jobs in the new 

economy
• 1 International airport
• 1 Port
• 5 Universities
• 66 Cegeps and Colleges
• 201 Research centers
• 60 Consulates and foreign

delegations



Key Economic Indicators
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4.6%50,13240,033Cleveland-Elyria-Mentor
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5.4%72,25055,446Washington-Arlington-Alexandria
5.5%46,64535,668Miami-Fort Lauderdale-Miami Beach
5.6%54,20341,355Los Angeles-Long Beach-Santa Ana

5.6%64,31848,887New York-Northern New Jersey-Long 
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7.5%67,21646,869Houston-Sugar
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Strategic Issues – Labor productivity
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Source: Communauté métropolitaine de Montréal



Strategic Issues - Training
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Sources: data on the share of people 25 years and over with a university degree : US Census Bureau, 2005-2007 American Community Survey; Statistics
Canada, 2006 Census;  data on GDP per capita : Statistics Canada, 2006 Census; Bureau of Economic Analysis; Analysis SECOR



Strategic Issues – Private Investment
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Construction Machinery and equipment

Sources: Institut de la statistique du Québec; Statistics Canada; US Department of 
Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis

* Administrative regions of Montréal, Laval, Laurentides, Lanaudière and Montérégie. 2008 : 
intentions and 2007 : preliminary estimates
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Surviving the Recession

The official explanation

« Following the financial crisis of 2008 and at the first signs of economic
slowdown, the government intervened under an action plan calling for an 
injection of $15 billion in the economy. Thanks to the government’s quick 
initiatives, Québec was less affected by the recession than its main 
partners, i.e. the United States and Ontario. »

Budget 2010-2011



Surviving the Recession

• Other possible explanations
– Massive investments in infrastructure (Johnson Commission)
– Automotive industry (dead with GM)
– Financial services (dead with Stock Exchange)
– Chronic high unemployment
– Lag in Aerospace, ICT and Pharma



Surviving the Recession
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Surviving the Recession
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Surviving the Recession
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2010-2015 Economic Development Plan

A LEARNING REGION

AN OPEN & ATTRACTIVE REGION

A DYNAMIC REGION

Facilitate the 
development of 
skills

Increase the impact of 
clusters and metropolitan
networks

Increase the ability to attract
and retain activities, firms, and 
individuals

TOP 10



Economic Development Plan :
A Competitive Metropolitan Montréal Region

A LEARNING REGION
(Skills task force)

A DYNAMIC REGION
(Innovation task force)

AN OPEN & ATTRACTIVE REGION
(Visibility task force + Montreal International)



Cluster Maturation Process
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Buzzwords in Urban Economic Development

• Research needed by policymakers
– Innovation / Productivity / Clusters (e.g. empirical evidence)
– Manpower shortage (e.g. obsolete macro indicators)
– Place Branding (e.g. marketing a metro region)



THANK YOU !

http://cmm.qc.ca/
http://grappesmetropolitaines.cmm.qc.ca/

http://cmm.qc.ca/
http://grappesmetropolitaines.cmm.qc.ca/
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